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others. Some will desire the same things that
others desire and to do things which others do not
wish to do. Hence collisions arise, and some are
irritated with the conduct of others, and exhibit
that irritation by retaliation and revengeful punish-
ment. If man lived in solitude, with no fellows, no
such collisions would happen. They are possible only
in society, and there they are inevitable. They neces-
sarily tend to violence and strife, and unless in some
manner restrained would cause perpetual private
war. Our nature supplies the correction for this
evil. Man seeks pleasure and shrinks from pain,
and what he has once seen to take place he believes
will happen under the like circumstances again.
The child does not at first hesitate to thrust its hand
into the fire, but does not make a second attempt.
The savage, at first, may see no harm in taking the
game another has caught, but when he receives
punishment from the resentment of the other, or
after he has received it many times and from many,
others, refrains from repeating the trespass. Things
known to injure others thus come to be habitually
avoided, and customs arise of carefully avoiding
conduct giving offence to others. Again, as men
act in nearly all cases according to custom, the ex-
pectation of all is that others will continue so to
act, and any disappointment of this expectation
causes offence if the act is of an injurious nature.
Hence the tendency to follow custom and to enforce
it upon others is intensified. Those who obey this
tendency are safe. Those who act contrary to it
are pursued and punished. The worst offenders are